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The Haunting Histories exhibit will begin going up at the end
of September, you won’t want to miss it!

The Haunting Histories exhibit is part of the NEA Big Read: Maysville 



What a great summer of exciting museum 
events, projects and exhibits!  From busy 
group tours, students doing research in 
our library, preparations for our new fall 
exhibits, planning for October’s Big Read 
literacy events to the mounting excite-
ment for the viewing of the restoration 
progress in the Limestone Building, it has 
been a great summer at your Museum 
Center!  Visitor attendance has been out-
standing from local guests, passengers on 
bus tours to riverboat cruises.   The Mu-
seum continues to welcome visitors from 
around the United States and numerous 
countries.  We are very fortunate to have 
had again this summer the services of 
student docents, college interns and our 
fantastic group of volunteers.  This special 
group of supporters has allowed your 
museum to expand services, exhibits and 
research projects in the Museum Center.

From the Limestone Project announce-
ment at the Charter Dinner in March 
2018 and throughout the summer 
months, the construction and restoration 
work continues on the Limestone Build-
ing. The Museum has leased the historic 
Limestone Building from Doug Hen-
drickson and has begun a capital cam-
paign for the purchase of the building.  

The View From Sutton Street
Through the efforts of the KYGMC Board 
of Trustees, Doug Hendrickson, our staff, 
Peter Pogue, Hank Pogue, John Pogue, 
and John Stanton with the assistance of 
numerous patrons along with the bour-
bon tourism group, a unique plan 
of use for this building has been 
developed and includes spaces for 
visitors, historic displays and class-
rooms for the education services of 
the Museum.   

The Kentucky Gateway Museum 
Center’s Board of Trustees opened 
the second floor classrooms at the 
Limestone Building on Tuesday, 
August 21 following the Education 
Benefit Dinner for patrons and 
teachers to view the instructional 
spaces.  The first floor of the Lime-
stone Building will be dedicated 
to telling the Old Pogue story and 
will become the starting point for 
visitors who are coming to Mays-
ville to participate in the B-Line 
and Bourbon Trail Craft Tour 
experiences. The Grand Opening 
Celebration of the Limestone Building 
and the Old Pogue Experience will be on 
Saturday, October 13, at 11:00 A.M.   

Our highlight 
summer exhibit, 
In the Dark, will 
be open through 
Saturday, Sep-
tember 15.   The 
Wormald Gal-
leries will show-
case the exhibit, 
Excavations 
at Harrison’s 
Tavern/Half Way 
House featur-
ing the work of 
Orloff Miller and 
Elisabeth Miller.  
The tavern’s loca-
tion was roughly 
half-way between 
Maysville and 

Flemingsburg.  This special archaeologi-
cal exhibit will be open through Saturday 
September 22.  

The KSB Miniatures curator and support 

staff are very involved in the preparations 
for the new miniatures exhibit opening in 
October in the Calvert Gallery. The KSB 
Miniatures Collection’s main gallery theme 
displays, Season of Harvest, will open 
during September featuring everything 
autumn from farm market vegetables 
and scarecrows to scary witches.  The 
Wormald Collector’s Series exhibits con-
tinue to add numerous historical items to 
the display: Maysville...Where Bourbon 
Began Its Journey.

Visit the museum often and please save 
the date of Saturday, October 13, for the 
Grand Opening Celebration of the Lime-
stone Building/Old Pogue Experience.  As 
always we thank you for being a member, 
for your financial support and for build-
ing the legacy of the Kentucky Gateway 
Museum Center. 

C.J. Hunter
Executive Director 

Items on display in the “Maysville...Where bourbon began its journey!” 
exhibit Wormald Building.

Limestone Building 
Ribbon Cutting

Saturday October 13
11:30AM

At the KYGMC Education Benefit Dinner, Peoples Bank received the Distinguished Service Award 
for Dedication to Education, representatives from Peoples Bank and KYGMC are pictured above 
in the Limestone Building.



It’s been wonderful to see children enjoy-
ing the museum this summer. As a new 
school year starts, I, myself, have begun 
brushing up on history to try to keep 
tours fresh and exciting for the young 
minds who will soon be examining the 
miniatures and, hopefully, be formulating 
ideas of how those before us lived. I love 
sharing the Eugene Kupjack room box 
when talking about the American Revo-
lution and children are especially im-
pressed when I tell them General Lafay-
ette stopped here in Maysville for lunch 
when he toured the colonies. Sharing the 
Mulvany & Rogers 1/12-scale interpre-
tation of a Shaker home is also a hit with 
students as many have visited Shaker 
Village of Pleasant Hill, another regional 
treasure. 

Our Lewis & Clark vignette is another 
popular tie into our state’s history, as is 
the Kentucky Derby room box. And while 
I may be more interested in Britain’s his-
tory than they are, the students do enjoy 
Princess Diana’s ancestral home, Spencer 
House if only for the “wow” factor. I must 
say, however, there are certain parts of the 
gallery that are both the students’ and my 

favorites—the scale buildings represent-
ing our own town’s history. 

Miniatures Corner
By Kaye Browning

The children have a real connection to 
our region and many of them have grown 
up hearing about Maysville’s rich history, 
which is driven by strong character and 
dedication to good. For them to 
learn about Rosemary Clooney 
sticking by her best friend while 
seeing what the Russell Theatre 
may have looked like at the time is 

a rare chance to experience 
history in a way that pho-
tographs may not present. 
To be able to peer inside 
the Bethel Baptist Church to 
imagine freed slave Elisha 
Green at the pulpit while 
hearing about his struggles 
and successes is an op-
portunity a textbook may 
not be able to completely 
illustrate, and to see the Cox 
Building in all its vintage 
glory is certainly a way to 
bring all the stories students 
may have heard from rela-
tives to life. 

I am thrilled the miniatures 
are engaging our youth to 

learn more about our region. I 
look forward to the next school 

year and to sharing even more history 
and fine-scale art with both the students 
and you. 

In the Dark
Closes Sept. 15

Make plans to bring the
kids before it’s gone.





Would the real Mechanics Row please 
stand up?

Sometimes, the facts of history get mixed 
up. 

An example of this is a set of rowhouses in 
Maysville along West Third Street com-
monly known as “Mechanics Row”. These 
buildings are located on the north side of 
West Third between Market and Stanley 
Reed Court streets. To help you identify 
which homes I am talking about, one of 
these is painted violet.

The information I have always been 
provided on this particular set of homes 
is they were built around 1850. Some 
were built by Maysville businessman John 
Armstrong, who also built the Armstrong 
Rowhouses along West Second Street at 
Wall Street. 

The most common story told is these 
homes were built for tradesmen (cabinet 
makers, plasterers, mechanics, etc.) and 
their families, thus the name “Mechanics 
Row.”

The gist of the story is correct; it’s the loca-
tion of the rowhouses that is incorrect.
 The “real” Mechanics Row was further 
west on Third Street and are more modest 
than those currently identified as Mechan-
ics Row. 

The Kentucky Gateway Museum Center 
is pleased to present a new exhibit by Dr. 
Orloff Miller and his wife Elisabeth Miller 
M.A. of Orloff Miller Consulting LLC. 
The exhibit will display the results of their 
Archaeological, Historical, & Architectural 
investigations at the Earls Farm, near the 
Fleming-Mason Airport along Route 11 
in Mason County. The study was commis-
sioned by the Airport Board to address the 
effects of a runway improvement project. 

Site 15Ms183 was a tavern that stood from 
before 1807 until it burned down in 1901. 
The Tavern was known by various names, 
including “Harrison’s Tavern Stand” in 
its earliest days. In its later years it was 
called “The Half-Way House.” The tavern’s 
location was roughly half-way between 
Maysville & Flemingsburg, after the early 
road it served had been rerouted from 
Washington to Maysville.   

Marla’s Musings
By Marla Toncray

Excavations at Harrison’s Tavern/ The Half Way House
A Wormald Gallery Exhibit

The real Mechanics Row is located on the 
south side of West Third Street, where it 
intersects with Wall Street.

Originally there were five homes on this 
tract of land. Today only two of the homes 
remain standing; one is a law office, the 
other a private residence.

According to information found in the 
KYGMC Research Library, “In 1878 the 
Maysville Insurance agents formed a 
Board of Underwriters and listed all the 
property in downtown Maysville to be rat-
ed. It shows that, at that period, Mechanics 
Row included five two-story frame houses 
on the south side of Third Street near 
Wall, where the self-employed tradesmen 
of the city lived. In recent years, the name 
Mechanics Row has been designated as the 
block of five homes on the north side of 
Third Street between Market and Stanley 
Reed Court…” (Calvert-Klee Maysville, 
Kentucky Past and Present in Pictures 
copyright 1983).

Further documentation of this fact is 
found in the Feb. 20, 1901 edition of the 
Maysville Bulletin. A one paragraph notice 
states: “Contractor Jake Wormald has a 
force of hands at work demolishing the 
two story frame house on Third Street, 
west of Wall, preparatory to the erection 
of a new structure. Mr. Louis Joerger owns 
the property. The present building is one of 

The tavern site was buried and forgotten in 
the front yard of the Earls Farm, between 
the surviving stone Springhouse and the 
(now demolished) Earls farmhouse, which 
had been built after the tavern was gone. 
The Millers’ investigations began in 2015, 
with fieldwork conducted in 2016 and 
2017. The 2-volume report is now under 
state and federal agency review, prior to 
finalization.  

The exhibit examines the broad communi-
ty role played by rural taverns in the early 
nineteenth century, and the slow erosion 
of that role with the rise of prohibition 
sentiment. There is a timeline presenting 
the family names of all known owners and 
operators of the tavern and farm. 

The exhibit presents how each of the four 
buildings discovered by the archaeologists 
functioned within the tavern complex, 

the oldest in Maysville and is part of what 
was once known as “Mechanics Row.”

A March 20, 1873 newspaper notice states 
“George Easton purchased recently of Miss 
Nancy Wilson, a frame house on the Lex-
ington Pike in what is known as “Mechan-
ics Row”for $350. He will put it in com-
plete repair and occupy it as a dwelling.” 

We can only wonder how or why the story 
got changed about where the real Me-
chanics Row is located.  Maybe because 
the original five homes are no longer 
there?  Maybe because the original struc-
tures aren’t as pretty as the others?  Maybe 
it just made for a better story and that 
story stuck. However the facts got turned 
around, now you know where the real 
Mechanics Row is located. 

and how each was dated by the artifacts 
recovered. Specific artifact types will be on 
display, based on the information that they 
provided in analyzing the site. In particu-
lar, visitors will see the last in a long series 
of ceramic table serving sets used to serve 
guests at the tavern. Visitors will learn 
from the artifacts and the soil strata how 
the Tavern burned down in 1901. Finally, 
visitors to the exhibit will be introduced to 
the ongoing mystery of the high density of 
fasteners for ladies undergarments recov-
ered from the site. 

The exhibit will be featured in the 
Wormald Galleries at the Kentucky 
Gateway Museum Center, and continues 
through Saturday September 22.  The Mu-
seum Center is open Tuesday to Saturday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.             
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Thank you to everyone who attended the Education Benefit Dinner which helps 
continue the educational mission of the museum, and a huge

thank you to the Masterson’s for an amazing show!
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