
Window to the past, 
             Bridge to the future.

KYGMC

Messenger
Maysville, Kentucky

IN THIS EDITION
          The View From Sutton Street
          Miniatures Corner
          Hixon’s Hoardings and More...
    Marla’s Musings

Home of the KSB Miniatures Collection

VOLUME XXIII       ISSUE VI Summer  / June 2018

Hinton Mills Exhibit
Opening Sat., June 9



Summer has ar-
rived on Sutton 
Street and the 
new summer 
exhibits will 
be opening 
this month 
in both the 
Calvert Gallery 
and Wormald 
Building.  They 
are two great 
reasons to make 
the Museum 
a part of your 
summer plans.   
We welcome 
our community 
and the world to 
your Museum 
on Sutton Street 
on all three 
holidays during 
the summer 
months includ-
ing Memorial 
Day, Fourth of 
July and Labor Day from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.  

This month we will showcase our signa-
ture summer exhibit, the Cincinnati Mu-
seum Center’s national traveling exhibit, 
IN THE DARK in the Calvert Gallery.  
The dark-a place of mystery.  Sometimes 
scary, but always intriguing, darkness 
beckons exploration and represents the
unknown. But it’s also a natural evolu-
tionary selective pressure that has
caused plants and animals to adapt to 
ecosystems like caves, the deep sea,
the forest at night, and underneath the 
ground.    The guests visiting the exhibit, 
IN THE DARK, will be able to explore 
these mysteries via electronic, mechanical 
and computer interactives, immersive 
dioramas and lifelike models.

The KSB Miniatures Col-
lection has new displays 
open with Celebrating 
Summer for viewing 
during the summer 
months.   It seems on ev-
ery wall of the Museum 
there are new and updat-
ed exhibits and historic 
artifacts on display.

The Wormald Collector’s 
Series will feature during 
the summer, 100 YEARS 
OF HINTON MILLS, in 

The View From Sutton Street

our Wormald Building.    The exhibit is a 
collection of items  highlighting the Hin-
ton Family, employees, locations, equip-
ment and customers they have served 
for 100 years.   Lots of items will be 
showcased ranging from the Plummer’s 
Landing Post Office and mill signs, to the 
original cash register, scales and pictures 
of our farm traditions.  The opening re-
ception for the exhibit will be on Saturday 
June 9, from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

The Limestone Project has moved from 
our design phase to remodeling stages
of the first and second floors of the Lime-
stone Building. These new spaces of the 
Limestone Building  have allowed for the 
formation of a new museum partnership 
with the Pogue family in the development 
of The Old Pogue Experience which will 
be the starting point for visitors on the 

Bourbon 
Trail visiting 
Maysville. 
The first 
floor will 
showcase the 
Pogue family 
history in 
the bourbon 
industry, 
along with 
Mason 
County’s 
distilling his-
tory and will 

be serving as the starting point for The 
B Line visitors in Maysville.  The second 
floor space will provide much need-
ed classrooms for our Museum Scouts 
program, student and adult workshops, 
related public spaces and museum stor-
age.  Area schools and miniatures artists 
from around the world will benefit from 
the new spaces for educational activities 
and classrooms.

We continue to be blessed by donations 
for the Limestone Project, and we ask that 
you begin to consider how your financial 
support can help our Museum make this 
project a highlight stop for Bourbon Trail 
visitors.

Celebrate Father’s Day on Sunday, June 
17 at the Museum with a special compli-
mentary opening for our fathers and their 
families from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to 
view the exhibits.   Father’s Day is a great 
time to view the Hinton Mills exhibit 
celebrating their 100th Anniversary and 
the role of agriculture and farming in our 
community.

Visit the museum often and enjoy these 
beautiful days of summer!   As always 
we thank you for being a member and 
for building the legacy of the Kentucky 
Gateway Museum Center.

C.J. Hunter IV
Executive Director
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You don’t have to be a member of the Red 
Hat Society to know 
who they are. When 
a swarm of red and 
purple infiltrates the 
lobby and fills it with 
energy and laugh-
ter, we all know the 
Red Hatters are here. 
Founded 20 years ago 
by a woman who gave 
a friend a red hat and 
a poem to celebrate a 
fifty-ish birthday, the 
group’s mission is to 
encourage women to 
approach middle age 
in a playful manner. 
The poem by Jenny 
Joseph began like this, “When I am an old 
woman I shall wear purple, with a red hat 
which doesn’t go and doesn’t suit me.”

Today the Red Hat Society has 50,000 
members in 
30 countries 
and wherever 
they arrive on 
scene, their 
motto of fun, 
friendship 
and fulfill-
ment follows. 
Many mem-
bers have vis-
ited the KSB 
Miniatures 
Collection 
for a day trip 
and we have 
a special room box dedicated entirely to 
them. 

Made by Lori Ann Potts in 2008, the 
room box is actually comprised of four 
separate areas—a main sales room, a 
sewing and alteration room, a butler’s 
pantry and an outside patio. The shop 
area is filled with items Lori Ann created 
or embellished to fit the scene: more than 
20 pairs of shoes, hats, purses, jewelry, 

Miniatures Corner
By Kaye Browning

perfume bottles and other fabulous items. 

Unfortunately, you are not able to see 
everything in the room box, such as one 
of my favorite parts—the back room sew-
ing area filled with all kinds of colorful 
notions and items a seamstress would 

use. You can get a glimpse 
through the mirror in the 
sales room, but if you were 
able to see it all, you’d find a 
sewing machine, a garment 
under construction, and 
an ironing board—com-
plete with iron and a stack 
of items 
ready 
to be 
pressed. 

Another 
partially 
hidden, 

but completely finished, 
area is the butler’s 
pantry. When Lori Ann 
explained her vision 
for this “secret garden” 
adjoining the shop, I 
was thrilled. She want-
ed to project the feeling 
of an exclusive private 
patio where clients 
could relax and meet 

with friends. And who among us would 
not enjoy that after an enthusiastic day of 
shopping? 

When members of the Red Hat Soci-
ety see this room box they are in love 

with the spunky 
imagination it 
exudes that they 
say truly signifies 
what the organi-
zation is all about. 
I’ve had many 
tell me it is their 
favorite piece in 
the museum, but 
I think they are 
partial. What I do 
know is this piece 
always makes me 
smile whenever I 
pass it in the gal-
lery. I hope it has 
the same effect on 
you!

Member Reception
Hinton Mills at 100 

Saturday
June 9, 2018

4:30pm – 7:00pm



Were you unable to attend the Cas-
to-Metcalfe Duel Outing? If so, you really 
missed out, but in this month’s Hixson 
you can read about some of the key play-
ers.

Kentucky was one of four slave holding 
Border States that did not secede from the 
Union. The state provided troops to both 
Union and Confederate armies. “Ken-
tucky was a state that sent more draftees 
to the Union Army than did Ohio and 
more enlistees to the south than Virginia.”

Though Maysville and Mason County 
were under strict Federal control, the 
southern sympathizers were by no means 
inactive. Under the orders from Union 
Brigadier General William Nelson, seven 
Mason County men were arrested for 
their suspected southern sympathies on 
October 2, 1861: Richard Henry Stan-
ton, William Casto, George W. Forrester, 
James Hall, B.F. Thomas, Isaac Nelson 
and William Hunt. They were accused of 
assisting rebel recruits who wanted to go 
out of the state and join the rebel army 
and later come back in and invade. They 
were first imprisoned in Ohio and then 
moved to New York.

Richard Henry Stanton was a U.S. Con-
gressman elected to represent Kentucky’s 
10th district in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. He also served as a State Court 
Judge, was a lawyer and newspaper pub-
lisher who lived at the corner of Walnut 
and Front Street. It was Rich-
ard Stanton who suggested that 
the new territory north of the 
Columbia River be named after 
George Washington.  After he 
named Washington State and 
the Civil War broke out, he was 
arrested. Stanton denied the re-
ports of assisting the rebellion. 
He was a slave owner but many 
Union loyalists owned slaves. 
Stanton’s son does, in fact, raise 
a company of Confederate 
soldiers and fights for southern 
independence throughout the 
war. Richard Henry wanted to 
keep his law practice and swore 
he didn’t assist the Confedera-
cy in any way. There was a long 
exchange of letters between 
Stanton’s friends and President 
Lincoln’s administration and 
the seven men were released 
after swearing a loyalty oath to 
the United States.

James H. Hall was another of 

Hixson’s Hoardings and More
By Tandy Nash

the men arrested. Mr. 
Hall “was a thorough 
mechanic with great 
inventive genius, and 
was soon enabled to 
fashion and produce 
a plow well adapted 
to the cotton and 
strong sugar lands of 
the south”. He built 
up the Eagle Plow 
Company into one of 
the largest plow facto-
ries in Maysville that 
would carry products 
to the south in flat-
boats as well as find-
ing sales in Mexico, 
South America, and 
the island of Cuba.

William T. Casto was 
a lawyer and former 
mayor of Maysville. 
It was Casto who 
challenged the Union 
officer Leonidas Met-
calfe to a duel for carrying out the order 
given by Bull Nelson to arrest all these 
men. Isaac Nelson was Casto’s second in 
the duel. At the outbreak of the war, Mr. 
Nelson held a commission from Gover-
nor Magoffin as Captain of a company of 
State Guards. He had a wholesale liquor 
business on Sutton Street as a member 
of Newell and Nelson and was later in 
business on Market. “While he warmly 

espoused the cause 
of the south, he 
never entered the 
army. He made no 
effort, however, to 
conceal his opinions 
from anyone and 
it was his entire 
candor that caused 
his arrest.”

Benjamin F. Thom-
as, who was a 
merchant in town, 
and George W. 
Forrester, editor of 
the Maysville Ex-
press, were arrested. 
William Hunt was 
a cigar maker and 
was prominently 
identified with the 
cigar trade. At one 
time he was a mem-
ber of White, Hunt 
and Killick. One of 
the saddest stories I 

have heard dealing with the civil 
war was that of his son, Thomas. 
His only son Thomas was 1 of 
4 innocent Confederate prison-
ers executed in reprisal for the 
death of Union supporter, Robert 
Graham of Peaks Mill, Franklin 
County. Union General Stephen 
G. “Butcher” Burbridge, the Mil-
itary Commander of Kentucky, 
issued General Order 59. The 
order mandated that when any 
loyal Union citizen was killed, 
four guerilla prisoners were to be 
executed. Thomas was shot in a 
pasture near where the present 
Kentucky State Capital stands.

These men, after surviving their 
prison sentences, came back 
to Maysville to resume their 
lives. You could see why these 
men might have had “south-
ern sympathies”. They were all 
prominent businessmen and 
important to whichever side 
they supported. Bad seeds had 

been sown by the federal government 
and “many 
people in 
Kentucky 
were already 
upset over 
Lincoln’s 
change in 
war aims.” 
A combina-
tion of these 
factors and 
others led 
many Ken-
tuckians “to 
embrace the 
Lost Cause 
during 
Recon-
struction 
and years 
beyond”.

With the help of Superintendent Al Faris, 
the museum was able to find the graves of 
these men, with the exception of George 
Forrester, in the Maysville Cemetery. You 
can also find a map of the cemetery in 
the KYGMC Genealogical and Research 
Library along with their obituaries. 

William “Bull” Nelson, who had Metcalfe 
arrest these men, and Thomas Green, 
editor of the Maysville Eagle and repre-
sentative of Col. Metcalfe for the Metcal-
fe/Casto duel, are also in the Maysville 
Cemetery.

William T. Casto’s monument

Benjamin F. Thomas’
monument

James H. Hall’s monument



In the 1930’s, downtown Maysville was 
flourishing with car 
dealerships, garages and 
service stations.

Today, Shugars Supply 
on West Second Street 
occupies the spot that was 
once home to the Auto 
Inn, one business high-
lighted in the publication 
The Spirit of A Greater 
Maysville and Mason 
County.

Owned by G. E. Wood, 
the Auto Inn offered au-
tomobile service, parking 
and storage for consum-
ers, along with “drive in” 
service.  Today, we are 
familiar with this “drive 
in” service at modern oil 
change businesses. Other services included 
general repair work, tire repair, washing, 
polishing, greasing, crank case service, 
battery recharging, parking and storage.

The business was an official Alem-ite ser-
vice station; had the only power washer of 
its kind in Maysville; and a Curtis Air-Mist 
Vacuum Cleaner.  

G.E. Wood 
had previ-
ously served 
as the super-
intendent of 
the County 
Infirmary 
and resigned 
his position 
to devote his 
time to his 
auto business.  
He also had 
prior automo-
tive experi-
ence with the 
Schire Motor 
Company, 
Hupmobile distributors of Cincinnati.

Marla’s Musings
By Marla Toncray

The Calvert and Buckley dealership of-
fered customers 
the Hupmobile 
and Dodge 
Brothers auto-
mobiles.  The 
dealership had 
a full-service 
garage, which 
was known for 
its upholstering 
service.  Inter-
esting to note, 
the 1930 Hup-
mobile offered 
at Calvert and 
Buckley was in 
the $1,000 class.

The principal 
owners were C.C. 
Calvert and James 

Buckley; they formed their business in 
1922.

Keith and Keith Motor Car Com-
pany, owned by John D. and Thom-
as A. Keith was located at 28-30 
East Second Street (the former Jim’s 
Donut location). This agency sold 
Oldsmobile, Buick and Marquette 

autos.  They also 
sold General Tires, 
Prest-O-Lite Batteries, 
Pennzoil Oil, Gulf 
Gas and a full line 
of accessories. They 
could wash 20 cars 
per day in their Weav-
er Two Gun Automat-
ic Washer and could 
store up to 150 cars in 
the 30,000 square foot 
fire proof garage. 

John H. Clarke Jr. and James 
N. Kirk owned the Clarke 
Motor Company, a Ford 
dealership.

The Model A was constantly gaining in 

popularity with customers in the early 
1930’s and the service garage was noted 
among the best for any job required on the 
Model A and Model T Fords.

The company’s philosophy was to provide 
free monthly service on the autos sold, to 
keep them in the best working order pos-
sible. The customer was called each month 
to bring his car in where it was “gone 
over, greased from one end to the other, 
and checked for necessary repairs.”  All of 
which was at no charge.

The Gibson Chevrolet Sales Company be-
gan June 21, 1927 with Frank H. Gibson as 
general manager. The mechanics at Gibson 
were trained at Chevrolet factory schools 
in order to provide the best service possi-
ble on the cars. In 1930, the new Chevrolet 
Six, touted as “the outstanding Chevrolet 
of Chevrolet history” was breaking sales 
records for the company, with more than 
one million sold in the first six months 

after its release.

Prices for some Chevrolet models were: 
Roadster, $525; Coach, $595; Sedan, $675; 
the Landau, $725; half-ton truck and cab, 
$650.

June Seminar
Author Randy Runyon

Who were the Mentelles?

Saturday
June 16, 2018

10:30am

Calvert & Buckley

Keith & Keith

Clarke Motor Company
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EXHIBIT OPENS
Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Preview the exhibit during the
Member Reception on

Saturday, June 9, 2018 from
4:30pm–7:00pm.

SPECIAL HOURS
Bring Dad and Grandpa to

see the Hinton Mills exhibit on
Sunday, June 17, 2018 from

2:00pm–4:00pm.


