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Thank you for making our 2018 Charter Dinner a success!



The Charter Dinner held on March 20 
was an evening of reflection and discus-
sion of our legacy for future generations 
as we celebrated not only our traditions 
but announced The Limestone Project.  
The Limestone Project will expand our 
mission to reflect the historical contri-
butions to Limestone/Maysville area and 
our importance to the bourbon industry.  
Maysville was the starting point for the 
bourbon journey.  It was because of many 
reasons, but primarily one of geography 
with the implications of the Limestone 
Road, (the first major road in the western 
United States), the flatboat river traffic 
on the Ohio River, to the soil of our area 
providing fertile fields for the cultivation 
of the grains of corn, wheat and barley, 
that provided the foundation for the 
new trade of bourbon from the farms of 
Mason County to Limestone (now Mays-
ville), New Orleans and now the vast 
markets of the world.    From the early 
days of Simon Kenton and the pioneers 
of Old Washington, the history is more 
than just a marketing concept to increase 
tourism, it tells the story of the authentic 
experiences of our region. 
  
One of Kentucky’s oldest distilleries in 
1790 was located on Limestone Creek, in 
Maysville.  Stout and Adams of Maysville, 
an early commission house business, 
is credited as having the first mention 
of bourbon in newspaper advertising 

NEW
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commissioned painting 
on display in the
museum atrium.

The View From Sutton Street
in 1821.  It’s our museum’s mission of 
preserving Kentucky history that creates 
the underscoring of our role in recording 
the history of the Maysville’s bourbon 
industry. 

The Kentucky Gateway Museum Center 
is pleased to announce the opportunities 
to partner with Old Pogue Distillery and 
Doug Hendrickson of Limestone Proper-
ties for the expansion of museum spaces 
to include the historic Limestone Build-
ing next to the Museum Center.   The 
exhibits in both the Limestone Building 
and in the Wormald Building will reflect 
the bourbon story in four areas:
•  the history of the Limestone Road and 
the impact the road has had on not only 
Kentucky but the what was then the west-
ern United States;
•  the flatboat river traffic and the Mays-
ville connection to the world by the river;
•  the farming implications as this served 
as the main grain growing region of the 
early days of Kentucky;
•  history of the H.E. Pogue Distillery and 
Old Pogue 

This new space on the first floor will 
allow for the formation of a new museum 
partnership with the Pogue family in the 
development of The Old Pogue Experi-
ence which will be the starting point for 
visitors on the Bourbon Trail visiting 
Maysville.  The requests at the Museum 

Center for bourbon history questions, 
research and exhibits seems to grow each 
week as we welcome visitors to Maysville.    
Now with the B-Line stops in Northern 
Kentucky and the Heritage Bourbon Trail, 
it is our hope that the new center will be 
a catalyst for visitors in the future.  Old 
Pogue is not only our link to the past but 
the starting point for many seeking the 
story of early bourbon history.

This first floor space will not only pro-
vide the needed tourism welcome area 
for Maysville but a center to house the 
Old Pogue distillery history and their 
artifacts as well as spaces for bourbon 
related functions.  The second floor space 
can be accessed by direct stairway to the 
street level or by the courtyard elevator.  
This will provide needed classrooms for 
our ever expanding school programs.  In 
addition, the building will house rooms 
for workshops for not only museum pro-
grams but needed storage for our exhibits 
and related museum archives.

Our goal is to have the first floor Old 
Pogue Experience welcoming visitors in 
late September and open on a regular 
basis beginning the first weekend of Oc-
tober for the 2018 release of Old Pogue.   
We hope to have the workshop and class-
room spaces on the second floor open for 
use by late October.
These goals and partnership require your 
support and your commitment of time, 
energy and donations – this is not only a 
tourism concept but one that preserves 
our history and will impact the economic 
growth of our region.
We ask for your support  … Maysville:   
Where Bourbon Began its Journey … It is 
our story!
As always we thank you for being a mem-
ber and building the legacy of the Ken-
tucky Gateway Museum Center.

C.J. Hunter IV
Executive DirectorLeft to Right: CJ Hunter, KYGMC; John Pogue, Old Pogue Distillery; Doug Hendrickson,

Limestone Properties; John Stanton, External Affiars - Kenton County;  Adam Hinton, Hinton Mills.



Most of the homes and room boxes in the 
KSB Miniatures Collection are re-cre-
ations of partic-
ular periods of 
time—Spencer 
House takes 
you back to 
18th-century 
England, South 
Bend reimagines 
the Victorian 
Era, and Savage 
& Sons envi-
sions jewelry 
shopping in 
Mayfair during 
the Georgian 
Period—to name 
a few. There is 
one, though, that 
merges the past 
with its mod-
ern-day portrayal. The Titanic room box 
is a unique introspection of both the his-
toric ship and the blockbuster 1997 movie 
based on its tragic sinking. It is especially 
meaningful this month as April marks 
106 years since the RMS Titanic took to 
the seas for her fateful voyage.

I was attending the Philadelphia minia-
tures show some ten years after Leo and 
Kate had charmed the world with their 
fictional love story when I first saw it. As 
I passed by the booth of Ray Whitledge 
and Scott Burgess, a moving picture 
caught my eye. It was the movie Titanic 
being played in 1/12 scale within a room 
box depicting the scene in the film where 
Jack is sketching Rose, wearing nothing 
but that massive “blue diamond” neck-
lace. I was intrigued and purchased the 
room box for display in the KSB Minia-
tures Collection. 

It enjoyed its own premiere for a few 
weeks until I began to notice something 
odd. “Rose” was attracting quite a bit of 
attention from school-age visitors to the 
museum—notably young males.
I didn’t think anything about the nudity, 
per se, but I did have to be concerned 
about the distraction it was causing and I 
ultimately asked doll maker Shirley Whit-
worth Bertram to make a clothed version 

Miniatures Corner
By Kaye Browning

of the heroine. Obviously it is not true to 
the scene, but like James Cameron did 

for the movie, 
executive 
decisions had 
to be made 
for the overall 
viewing 
experience of 
the room box. 
Hence the 
negligee.

There are, 
however, 
many beau-
tiful details 
in the scene 
which incor-
porate both 
the movie 
and the actual 

ship’s interior. While the story behind the 
“Heart of the Ocean” necklace was fab-

ricated, many of the architectural items 
are true to the era and to how the luxury 
suites on Bridge Deck B may have looked, 
such as the rich wood paneling, wall 

fixtures, and leaded glass doors.

Another 1/12-scale reproduction of an 
item that could have very well been fea-
tured on the ship is a stunning 18th-cen-
tury chest by master miniaturist Denis 
Hillman. I already had the piece in the 
collection but added it to the Titanic 
scene to reflect the lavish furnishings of 
the real ship’s staterooms. 

As Cameron did with the film, creative 
liberties were taken with the scene—
the biggest being the inclusion of the 
1/12-scale movie—but like the film, 
the room box continues to be a viewer 
favorite at the museum, and if it moves 
children and adults alike to learn more 
about the Titanic and to remember those 
who lost lives, then it is entirely worth it. 
I know I think of both whenever I admire 
this one-of-a-kind room box. 

This fine-scale chest by miniaturist
Denis Hillman depicts furnishings that may 
have been found in the real ship’s staterooms.

The Titanic room box features historically accurate pieces 
and fictional additions representing the 1997 movie. A DVD 
player runs the video. 

The wood walls and leaded glass 
doors reflect how the Titanic may have 
looked in 1912. 

BIG things coming to the KSB Miniatures Collection in late 2018.

Make sure you’re following KYGMC and the KSB Miniatures Collection

on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for details as they’re available.



If you have visited the historic Wormald 
Building at KYGMC, you have traveled 
through towns that don’t exist anymore 
in our area.  Schools and post offices that 
once thrived in these little communities 
have disappeared as well. Some towns 
are still around but the schools, once the 
heart of their community, merged with 
other schools or disappeared altogether. 
It was a cost-effective way to cut costly 
overhead expenses and improve academ-
ic services and with the advent of better 
transportation systems to get to schools 
farther away from these little towns, it 
made sense (and cents). Many schools 
wanted to build more accommodating 
campuses in the more dynamic or larger 
towns.

Augusta has always been one of the most 
picturesque of the Ohio River towns. 
Captain Philip Buckner had acquired the 
site of Augusta for his Revolutionary War 
service and had laid off the town in lots, 
streets and alleys. “There came to this 
part of Mason County many of the most 
prominent and wealthy families from 
the towns of Washington and Limestone: 
thus, Augusta began to grow.” Bracken 
County became a county in 1796, and 
was taken from Mason and Campbell 
Counties. The first ferry, town controlled, 
was across the Ohio in 1822.  Augusta 
was at one time the county seat of Brack-
en County and the county court met in 
a building located on the public square. 
The first private schools were those of 
Mr. Henderson, who had a boys school 
in the Town Hall with Richard Keene, 
a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, 
instructor of distinction; and Z. Harmon, 
an English gentleman, who had a school 
for boys and girls. There was an article in 
the Bracken Sentinel, 9/2/1820, noting Z. 
Harmon opened a school for the recep-
tion of scholars, in the spacious house 
of Captain Buckner with terms-$3 per 
quarter, and no extra charges except only 
for wood. There you would be instructed 
in “English Grammar, Geography, with 
the use of maps and in the most useful 

Hixson’s Hoardings and More
By Tandy Nash

branches of English Literature”. Bracken 
Academy had a series of buildings erected 
at the southeast corner of High and Eliz-
abeth Streets, (long the home of Mrs. Bell 
Myers), and a brick building on Elizabeth 
Street. A series of low wood rooms served 
as a dormitory fronted by a continuous 
portico and extended to a 
large 2 story brick building 
for classrooms situated on 
High Street.
“The most important and 
far reaching event in Augus-
ta’s history was the merger 
by the trustees of Augusta’s 
early Bracken Academy with 
conferences of the Methodist 
Church of Ohio and Ken-
tucky to found the Augus-
ta College.” The year was 
1822.  It would be under the 
patronage of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and was 
the first college ever estab-
lished by that denomination 
in the world. The campus 
occupied several acres be-
ginning at High Street and 
extending to Water Street 
and extended over Bracken 
and Frankfort Streets. This 
location was selected “on 
account of its healthful-
ness, beauty and facility of 
access from every part of 
the country and additional 
inducement was the offer on 

the part of the trustees of the Academy to 
appropriate permanently the proceeds of 
a fund of $10,000 for the support of the 
college.” It was considered one of the best 
literary institutions of the West. Students 
from many states came by stagecoach, 
horseback, steamboat and probably ox 
cart, which was a common means of 
travel in that day.  It enrolled 130-170 
students annually in all departments.  
Terms of admittance were $16 per session 
in the collegiate and $12 per session in 
the preparatory department. Fees were 
paid in advance and customary prices for 
boarding in the college refectories and 
families of the village was $2.50 per week. 
This sum included food, washing, lodg-
ing, lights, fuel and attendance. 

Colleges were rare in the West in the year 
1820, and careful consideration was given 
to the selection of the first officers and 

www.ksbminiaturescollection.com
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Plat of Augusta, Kentucky

Original Building
Augusta College, Augusta, Kentucky



teachers of the Augusta College. John P 
Finley had been appointed to found the 
preparatory department and later was in 
charge as President. When the Collegiate 
Department was organized in 1825, Mar-
tin Rutter, D.D. was made President. “To 
be under the guidance of this exceptional 
man was ample reason for these pioneer 
boys to travel such long distances under 
severe hardships and some of them left 
their homes as young in life as 12 years 
of age.” He afterwards became president 
of Allegheny College and later founded 
the 1st Methodist College in Texas which 
is now Southwestern University. The list 
of faculty looks like a list of Who’s Who 
and with such eminence along with 
trustees of wealth and influence it was 
only natural that the student body of the 

college should be recruited from the most 
prominent families of Methodists in the 
United States and that others should seek 
this college for the education of their 
sons. “This accounts for the number of 
graduates and students who added to the 
intellectual life and progress of these early 
days”.  Some of the most noted Alumni 
were John Gregg Fee, who championed 
the Anti-Slavery cause and with Cassuis 
M. Clay founded Berea College; Benja-
min F. Power who helped establish the 
tobacco markets in Cincinnati- then 2nd 
largest in the world; General Alexan-
der William Doniphan who served as a 
member of the Peace conference (1861) 
and was a hero of the Mexican War; Dr. 
Joshua T. Bradford celebrated specialist 
in ovarian tumor and bone surgery; and  

General William Preston who served 
in the Mexican War, in U.S. Congress, 
Minister to Spain in 1858 and Brigadier 
General in the Confederate Army under 
General A.S. Johnston. 

To many, the greatest glory of Augus-
ta College was in its ending. It was the 
center of the Anti-slavery movement in 
Kentucky, and the feeling against the col-
lege became so intense that the legislature 
repealed its charter. It had lived only 27 
years from 1822-1849 but “in those years 
it had lived vitally and with high pur-
pose.” Throughout the cities of the United 
States are Wesleyan Colleges, institutions 
of learning, moral culture and progress, 
and they had their beginning in the Au-
gusta College.

With spring on the rise, a special Ken-
tucky tradition is being prepared for all 
throughout the bluegrass. Celebrities 
hidden under extravagant hats and horses 
trained to win the garland of roses will all 
be making their way to Churchill Downs 
the first weekend of May. The Kentucky 
Derby has been named the most excit-
ing two minutes in sports for a reason, 
making up a crowd of 80,000 revelers. 
This race will mark the first of three in 
the running for the Triple Crown, con-
tinued thereafter at Preakness Stakes and 
Belmont Stakes.  

The first Run for the Roses was held on 
May 17,1875 starting a lasting tradi-
tion that has consisted of many changes 
throughout its 143 years of competition. 
In the era of new anti-slavery laws, thir-
teen of the fifteen first jockeys competing 
in the 1875 derby were African Ameri-
can and the first three winning trainers 
had been former slaves. Before 1896, the 
distance of the race had been 1.5 miles 
but has thenceforth been changed to 1.25 
miles. Times were changing across the 
United States and the derby was progress-
ing into what is projected now as one of 
the most famous horse races in the world. 

For a century, Mint Juleps have been the 
talk of every gathering associated around 
the Kentucky Derby. This cocktail con-
sisting of bourbon and mint are priced 
at $11 on derby day. Approximately over 
120,000 are sold annually during the two 
day period of the Kentucky Oaks and the 
Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs. 

 Currently, Brown Forman is partnered 
with Churchill Downs making Woodford 
Reserve to be marketed as the “official 

From the Docent’s Desk
By Haley May, MCHS Senior

bourbon” of the Kentucky Derby. In 
fundraising efforts for retired race horses, 
$1000 mint juleps are sold that come 
equipped with gold plated cups, silver 
straws, Woodford Reserve bourbon, mint 
produced in Ireland, sugar from Austra-
lia, and ice cubes from the Bavarian Alps.
  
 Maysville, KY plays a special role in the 
Kentucky Derby by contributing to the 
life of the 1908 derby winner, Arthur 
Pickens. Arthur created his connection 
to Maysville through his wife Lillian 
Webster Pickens, both of whom are now 
buried in the Maysville Cemetery. Since 
then, Raymond Davis, Arthur’s second 
cousin, has published a biography con-
taining information about his winnings 
in addition to personal facts about his life 

outside of racing. 

Arthur was inducted into the Jockey 
Hall of Fame due to his 1,055 wins. 
His success in the Kentucky Derby was 
alongside the horse Stone Street. This has 
become a unique story to tell amongst 
others because of the distinction weather 
caused on the day of this particular race. 
Stone Street, being known as a horse 
fueled by mud, had received the luck of 
a rain storm wiping out the track just 
before the race. The mud created a heavy 
racetrack setting him apart from others 
in a nail-biter moment to run a time of 
2:15 ⅓. Stone Street took home his first 
and only win on May 6, 1908 creating a 
significant piece of history for the small 
town of Maysville. 

Kentucky Horse Farm Library Miniature, on display in the KSB Miniatures Collection



At the time of Maysville’s Centennial Cel-
ebration in 1933, the citizens and business 
owners were proud to record the town’s 
accomplishments from its beginnings to 
the opening of the new Simon Kenton 
Memorial Bridge in 1931.

One publication given to me several years 
ago by the late Bucky Davis is entitled As 
We Look Back – Maysville 1833 – 1933. 
The booklet is full of advertisements for 
local retailers and merchants of all sorts.

For example, The Tavern, advertised as 
“Maysville’s newest and finest cafe,” in 
1933 was located at 10 East Second Street 
and offered plate lunches, short orders, a 
complete line of sandwiches.  Also offered 
was a private dining room for ladies; table 
and counter service; and rooms for private 
parties. The beer, both draught and bottle, 
was kept ice cold “by the latest refrigera-
tion equipment”.

The Old Dutch Inn, located at the corner 
of Plum and Fourth streets, offered din-
ners, short orders, plate lunches and sand-
wiches. There was table service for ladies 
and a large parking area for curb service.  
Like the Tavern, they too advertised their 
beer was kept cold by the latest refrigera-
tion equipment.  Additionally, there was a 
gasoline station connected to the business.

Tune’s Ready-To-Wear store was locat-
ed at 22 West Second Street.  From the 
numerous ads in the booklet, this store 

Marla’s Musings
By Marla Toncray

was a woman’s dream store. In 1933, a new 
Printzess Coat sold for $16.50 to $98.50. 
The fabrics are described as “fine crepes 
and soft needlepoints, as well as exclusive 
sports coatings.” It is also noted “there is 
luxury, too, to their fur trimmings and 
regal simplicity that is emphasized by fine 
workmanship.”

J. B. Russell, wholesale grocer, offered 
Domino Sugar, Jefferson Flour, William 
Tell Flour, Fluffy Down Flour, White Loaf 
Flour, Cardinal Rolled Oats, Baby Sweet 
Peas and Red Top Beer, which retailed for 

5 cents per glass.  

Ever heard of Mike Brown’s Department 
Store? The address isn’t listed in the ad, but 
here’s a look at what this merchant offered: 
implements, hardware and sporting goods; 
stoves-paint-shoes; harness and household 
goods; easy electric washers; Motorcars 
Studebaker Rockne.

Speaking of motor cars of 1933, Calvert 
and Buckley was the Dodge and Plymouth 
Dealer in town.  Their advertisement states 
“The motor cars of 1933 will have either 
vibration or floating power they can’t have 
both.”   

This last information is about the J. Jas. 
Wood & Son Drug Store, as written in 
1933 by Houston L. Wood for the Centen-
nial booklet.

According to Wood, the business began in 
1820, and as of 1933 was the oldest drug 
establishment in the state of Kentucky and 
one of the oldest retail businesses west of 
the Alleghany Mountains.   

Dr. William R. Wood came to Maysville 
from Washington (KY) in 1820 and estab-
lished his Apothecary Shop at the south-
east corner of Market and Front streets. 
The business eventually moved to the 
corner of Market and West Second streets. 
The original building was torn down and 
today is the location of the Security Bank 
and Trust.

Join us for a day of historical imagination!

On Saturday, May 19, 2018 the Kentucky Gateway Museum Center
Genealogical and Historical Library will take you back to 1862,
with the Casto – Metcalfe Duel Outing. The outing will consist of

several key stops in the duel and will culminate with an
1862 style dinner at Forest Retreat.

Limited spots available, reservations required.

Cost: $75 per person and (includes dinner)

J.B. Russell Building
3rd and Market Streets, Maysville.
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