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It’s winter in Kentucky and regardless of 
the cold weather temperatures outside 
your Museum is warm and full of new 
exhibits and featured events.  We look 
forward to seeing you in the Museum on 
a winter day to enjoy viewing the trea-
sures stored on Sutton Street.  From new 
exhibits to the spring Hearts and Flowers 
displays in the KSB Miniatures Collec-
tion, our staff and volunteers are in full 
preparation mode for the museum events 
of 2018!

In this edition of The Messenger we are 
providing our annual report of atten-
dance, pictures and notes concerning 
the many activities that occurred during 
2017 at the Museum Center.   We are very 
excited to report attendance totals of over 
14,000 visitors both in the Museum and 
in our outreach programs to area schools.   
This is the highest number of visitors in 
our Museum’s history.   We continued to 
welcome visitors from around the world 
in 2017 which included guests from 48 
states, the District of Columbia and four-
teen countries outside the United States.
   
Special thanks to our members, staff, 
volunteers and patrons for their help in 
expanding our mission and in serving 
our community with numerous exhibits, 
programs of study, historical research and 
outreach activities.   We continue to need 
your financial and volunteer support as 
our requests for service to schools, his-
torical research and group tour activities 
continues to grow in number.   If you are 
interested in joining the museum staff as 
one of our volunteers, call the Director’s 
Office and set up a time to meet with our 
curators and discuss the many opportuni-
ties for service at the Museum Center.

We have opened our new changing 
exhibit for winter titled Chartering 
Freedom featuring numerous documents 
from the National Archives.   The exhibit 
features 19 full size reproductions of the 
significant documents of early American 
history with copies ranging from the US 

NEW
Steve White

commissioned painting 
to be unveiled at the

2018 Charter Dinner.

The View From Sutton Street
Constitution, Bill of Rights to 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.  The displays chroni-
cle the conception, creation, 
and implementation of our 
Founding Fathers’ vision of 
our American government.  

Please save the date of 
March 20 as the Muse-
um celebrates our Annual 
Charter Dinner as the 
oldest chartered historical 
organization in the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky.  
On this special evening we 
will reflect on our founding 
in 1878 and discuss our dreams for the 
future of the Gateway Museum.  Please 
join our Board of Trustees and Museum 
staff in this benefit dinner for the support 
of the Endowment Fund of the Museum.  

The Wormald Collector’s Series current-
ly features the historical exhibit, Radio 
Days, Celebrating 70 Years of WFTM 
Radio 1948-2018.   This reflective ex-
hibit will be on display until February 24 
featuring numerous items,  photographs 
and recordings from Maysville’s Tobacco 
Square.      

The Museum is excited to produce 
Treasured Towns Lost in Time opening 
March 3 in The Wormald Gallery.   This 
exhibit features the history of many of 
the lost towns in the Buffalo Trace.  The 
exhibit has been curated by Christy Hoots 
of the Ledger-Independent with designs 
by Amanda Hankinson.   The historical 
displays features maps, pictures, a town 
model and information on several of the 
lost towns in our area including historic 
communities in  Adams, Bracken, Brown, 
Fleming, Lewis, Mason and Robertson 
counties.   

Thank you for being a Museum Member 
and please visit your Museum often to 
rediscover the many treasures on Sutton 
Street!

C.J. Hunter IV
Executive Director

Radio Days, Celebrating 70 Years of WFTM exhibit

One of the documents featured in the new 
exhibit, Chartering Freedom.



A Look Back at 2017

KYGMC hosted visitors from
48 states and the District of Columbia 
and 12 countries outside of the United 

States including:

Australia, Canada, England, France, Germany, 
Ireland, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, St. Kitts, 

South Africa, and Taiwan.

2, 437
Outreach

12, 094
Museum Visitors

KYGMC Touched 14, 531 Individuals in 2017

Volunteers Keep Us Going!

In 2017 we had a total of 76 volunteers
who logged...........3,241.25 hours!

3 Year Attendance Trend

2015 attendance 7,453

2016 attendance 10,435

2017 attendance 14,531



How apropos that the KYGMC is fea-
turing the National Archives Chartering 
Freedom exhibit in February, which 
celebrates Presidents’ Day. The exhibit 
includes reproductions of the Declaration 
of Independence, the Constitution, and 
the Bill of Rights—collectively known as 
the Charters of Freedom. Two founding 
fathers, whose signatures you will see on 
those documents, are represented in the 
KSB Minia-
tures Collec-
tion.  

In one 
vignette 
called George 
Washing-
ton’s Office, 
an exact 
1/12-scale 
replica of our 
first presi-
dent’s desk 
is seen in a 
depiction 
of what his 
office may 
have looked 
like. I am all 
about re-cre-
ating family 
history and 
as a descendant of Martha Ball Washing-
ton on my father’s side, I felt this was a 
unique way to pay homage to my ances-
tors. Many full-size reproductions of that 
particular desk were made over the years. 
One copy resides in Franklin D. Roos-
evelt’s personal study at the FDR Presi-
dential Library & Museum in Hyde Park, 
NY. Made from mahogany, it has a sliding 
writing panel, center locking drawer and 
pencil tray and measures six feet wide. 
The miniature is six inches wide.  

Miniatures Corner
By Kaye Browning

I designed this special vignette, which 
includes the 1/12-scale painting of Wash-
ington Crossing the Delaware by 
Christopher Whitford, based 
on the original by Emanu-
el Gottlieb Leutze. I filled it 
with items I thought would 
be fitting, but I have to admit, 
Washington would never have 
had a pillow like the one I 

placed on his chair, as 
the American flag was 
held sacred. I added it 
strictly for color. 

The other scene, The 
Thomas Jefferson 
Room, is a room box 
created by Cincinnati-
ans Charles Tebelman 
and Jack Kuresman. 
Many of their works 
are based on history, but I do not 
believe this room box is related 
to any actual room at Monticello. 
It does, however, reflect Jeffer-
son’s incredible mind. He is well 
known for his love of science 
and documentation and many 
have attributed him 
for developing gadgets 
and making improve-
ments to existing 

inventions such as the wine 
dumbwaiter, the revolving ser-
vice door, a device to decipher 
encoded messages and even 
elbow macaroni. Jefferson was 
also a prolific writer, penning 
an estimated 20,000 letters in 
his lifetime. In fact, his study 
has been called the “earliest 
modern office” with a revolving 
bookstand and letter-copying 
machine—both upon which he 

is credited with improving. 
When you visit to see the documents of 

Chartering Freedom, please take a few 
minutes to examine the gallery’s interpre-
tations of the offices of these important 
men. Perhaps, you, like me, will imagine 
them at their desks contemplating the 
future of our country and envisioning its 
greatness. 

The Thomas Jefferson Room. Our third president was a 
lover of knowledge, a gardener, an inventor and an avid 
letter writer and documentarian.

The candlesticks on the table are 1/12-scale reproductions 
of the ones passed down through our family from Martha 
Washington.

This 1/12-scale desk by Julian Biggers 
is an exact replica of one used by 
George Washington.

2018 Charter Dinner
Tuesday, March 20, 2018 at 6:00pm

Featuring the unveiling of a NEW Steve White commissioned painting.

Currently taking reservations. 
To RSVP call the museum at 606-564-5865.



Valentine’s Day is a significant hol-
iday bringing something different 
to every person. 
The controver-
sial issue con-
cerning the im-
portance of this 
special holiday 
has been spark-
ing the debates 
of each mind-
set, challenging 
each person to 
consider just 
what this time 
of the year 
means to them. 
The dispute has 
caused some 
to side with the connotation that 
the holiday has became a ploy on 
consumers to spend money for 
a ridiculous notion to show love. 
On the other hand some embark 
on the tradition by embracing the 
rare time to show raw emotions 
for someone close to your heart. 
Each argument and every opin-
ion in between all resides back to 
Ancient Romans who commenced 
this special day centuries ago.  

Dating back to A.D. 270, the birth 
of Valentine’s day wasn’t centered 
around the material things given 
by loved ones, instead was named 
after and honored the life of a man 
who took pride in everything love 
stands for. Valentine, a citizen of 
Rome, operated secret weddings 
despite the outlaw on marriage 
Claudius II created for young men. 

 When word spread, Valentine was 
ordered to be killed with the final 
moments of his life left as a mys-
tery to all. Some legends suggest 
he was kept in a confined prison 

From the Docent’s Desk
By Haley May, MCHS Senior

until it was revealed he had helped 
his fellow prisoners escape which 

led to his execu-
tion years after he 
had been caught. 
Other folk stories 
provide a roman-
tic tale between 
Valentine and the 
jailer’s daughter 
which initiated the 
“From your Valen-
tine” greeting.  

Today, a majority 
of the dispute over 
the relevance of 
this holiday comes 
from the custom 

that schools have implemented. 
Parents and community members 
have argued against the tradition-
al classroom parties pointing out 
that school is a place to become 
educated and if the holiday is that 
significant it should be spent at 
home. 

The party in favor of celebrating 
Valentine’s Day among classrooms 
has shown the benefits through 
creativity and an in-
crease in selflessness. 
Spending a holiday fo-
cused on bringing pos-
itivity and kindness 
into the life of peers 
can greatly impact 
the bond each student 
has with one another. 
Looking among the 
increase in bullying 
and result of school 
shooting rates, the 
festivity of love should 
be shared among all 
school systems when 
given the opportunity. 

Throughout the state of Kentucky, 
organizations have taken the 
effort to support the importance 
of Valentine’s Day. A numerous 
amount of state parks have enact-
ed special attractions and deals for 
the exclusive week. In particular, 
Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort 
Park offers a dinner performance 
of the well-known Murder and 
Merriment group. This show in-
volves a intriguing hunt to collect 
clues to catch the murderer of 
the night while providing a buf-
fet-style dinner. 

Whether your view on Valentine’s 
Day is necessary or unnecessary, 
this holiday provides a sense of 
thoughtfulness for others. The un-
dying heart passed through many 
decades should not go without 
importance, recognized anywhere 
from a school building to a state 
park, or even in the comfort of 
your home. When thinking about 
what February 14th means to you, 
challenge yourself to appreciate 
the love already given to you. 

Heartbombing:
A movement started by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation (www.savingplaces.org) 

using the tag #heartbomb, was started several 
years ago. and 
the idea is to 

make Valentines 
for your favorite 
historic place in 
the community 
and bring them 
to the building. 

Some
structures are
derelict and in 
need of love, 

others are 
structures that 
have historic 

relevence in the 
community and 

are chosen to bring awareness to the building. 
The idea is to create a Valentine and go to this 

place and take a photo of you holding your
Valentine and post it using the hashtag
#heartbomb and #iheartsavingplaces.

A “heartbomb” left at the Russell Theatre in 2017

Valentine’s Day display in the Cox Building Miniature

Valentine’s Day display in the Cox Building Miniature



In one class or another, you have no 
doubt learned the reasons for the Revolu-
tionary War. Shortly after the French and 
Indian War ended in 1763, the British 
government tried to reduce the debt 
incurred during the war by collecting 
additional taxes and gaining more control 
over the colonies. The colonists endured 
the “Sugar Act”; the “Stamp Act” creating 
a tax on newspapers, customs documents, 
licenses, college diplomas, and most legal 
documents; the Townshend Duties of 
1767 taxed imports; the British occupa-
tion of Boston in 1768 which led indi-
rectly to the Boston Massacre of 1770; the 
Boston Tea Party of 1773 and the punitive 
British response that “solidified colonial 
fears that the Crown was attempting 
to limit traditional English liberties 
throughout North America”. By July 1775, 
battles in what eventually became known 
as the American Revolution had already 
taken place in Concord, Lexington and 
Bunker Hill. The American Patriots 
would have won the Battle of Bunker Hill 
(Breed’s Hill) but they ran out of ammu-
nition.

British soldiers had uniforms, muskets, 
bayonets and were well trained. Amer-
ican soldiers wore their own clothes, 
unless they were wealthy enough to have 
a uniform made, carried weapons they 
had at home and were ill trained. In fact, 
it was said that we would not have won 
the revolution and secured our freedom 
were it not for the leadership of George 
Washington and the courage of the spies 
he set in motion. Major George Beckwith, 
a British Intelligence officer 1782-1783 
said, ”Washington did not really outfight 
the British, he simply outspied us.”

The most remembered spy was Nathan 
Hale- probably because he got caught! 
He volunteered to go behind enemy lines 
on Long Island for George Washington 
and the British would claim that he was 
caught with sketches of British fortifica-
tions and memos of their troop move-
ments. There was no trial, his request 

Hixson’s Hoardings and More
By Tandy Nash

for a clergyman was denied, a Bible was 
denied and at 21 the Yale graduate had 
a noose placed around his neck and the 
ladder he had climbed was ripped away. 
He did not actually utter the words, “I 
only regret that I have but one life to lose 
for my country”, but an actual eye wit-
ness account said “he conducted himself 
honorably, bravely and was prepared as 
all soldiers should be prepared to support 
their leader.” Whatever occurred, the 
message was clear: You spy-You die!

The capture and subsequent hanging 
of Nathan Hale is what led George 
Washington to realize he needed more 
sophisticated ways of spying on the 
British. Espionage was not a new activity 
for Washington. He had served as a spy 
in the French and Indian War and had 
engaged with French soldiers to find out 
whatever he could about their intentions 
and their fortifications.  He saw that the 
Patriots would need to outmaneuver, not 
overpower, the enemy. And, by learning 
the enemy’s secrets, ”spies would play a 
crucial role to under-
mining British attacks 
through anticipating the 
Redcoats next moves. It 
would be the only way 
to counter the superi-
or number, training, 
supplies and equipment 
of the British Army and 
Navy.”

Through uncovering a 
British counterfeiting 
scheme, preventing an 
ambush of French rein-
forcements, smuggling a 
British naval codebook 
to Yorktown, preventing 
Benedict Arnold from 
carrying out one of the 
greatest acts of treach-
ery in American history 
(his plan to surrender 
West Point to the en-
emy), spies broke the 

back of the British Military and helped 
defeat the most powerful fighting force 
on Earth! These were ordinary citizens 
doing extraordinary things. People whose 
fears and hopes and lives were not much 
different from our own, and they changed 
the course of history. We only know a 
few names – most were women and men 
whose true identities were never revealed 
and whose stories are never told, but who 
offered their service and their lives on 
behalf of their country.  

Come to the Kentucky Gateway Museum 
Center and learn about the people who 
should ascend to their rightful, promi-
nent place alongside Paul Revere, Patrick 
Henry, Betsy Ross and the rest of Amer-
ica’s most famous Patriots and view our 
newest exhibit “Chartering Freedom”. It 
is a collection of the founding documents 
of the United States of America. These 
documents established a course through 
uncharted territories that formed a gov-
ernment for a new nation.

KYGMC is currently offering field trip opportunities for grades 2–12 
featuring our new exhibit “Chartering Freedom” with sessions on 
spy techniques, healthcare in the 18th century and George Mason 
and historical documents.

www.ksbminiaturescollection.com

KSB
Kathleen Savage Browning

MINIATURES COLLECTION



While browsing my copy of The Ency-
clopedia of Northern Kentucky for this 
month’s article, I came across information 
on a Bracken County man who served our 
country prosecuting World War II war 
criminals at Nuremberg, Germany. 

William O. “Billy” Miller was born in 
Johnsville (Bracken County) Sept. 15, 
1914, the son of William E. and Beatrice 
Lytle Miller. He graduated from Brooks-
ville High School and the University of 
Kentucky and attended the University of 
Louisville’s Jefferson School of Law. 

This fascinating story is taken directly 
from the Encyclopedia’s article on Miller, 
written by Caroline R. Miller.

“After practicing law briefly in Bracken 
Co., he was selected to be a U.S. Attorney 
investigating war fraud in Chicago. Subse-
quently, he was appointed as an investiga-
tor at the International Military Tribunal 
(IMT) in Nuremberg, Germany, and later 
transferred to the distinctive legal unit 
of 75 counsels serving in the 7708th War 
Crimes Group based in Dachau, Germa-
ny, in 1946-1947. In 1950 Miller married 
Leona Mumedy, who was also a member 
of the 7708th Group and served as a court 
stenographer.

The cases at Dachau that Miller was 
assigned to prosecute pertained to the 
actions of the commandants and guards of 
the death camps at Buchenwald, Dachau, 

Marla’s Musings
By Marla Toncray

Flossenburg, Mauthausen, and Muhldorf. 
Dachau’s concentration camp was the 
paradigm of inhuman treatment, torture, 
and murder. However, the Mauthausen 
camp, along with its 60 subcamps, hous-
ing 70,000 prisoners, was given the title 
of a death factory for its operations of the 
“Vienna Ditch” and the so-called sci-
entific research conducted there, which 
killed one-third of these facilities’ 206,000 
detainees.

While Miller was an investigator at 
Nuremberg, under the newly formed 
Nuremberg Military Tribunal (NMT), 22 
major Nazi directors from seven separate 
concentration camps were prosecuted. The 
proceedings of the 7708th Group differed 
from those of the IMT and the NMT in 
that persons who were tried in proceed-
ings at Dachau had directly ordered or 
committed atrocities. The court at Dachau 
conducted 489 trials, convicted 1,416 
criminals, acquitted 256, and sentenced 
426 defendants to die.

The cases Miller prosecuted involved a 
wide variety of crimes, including one case 
that Leona did the stenographer’s work for, 
involving a commandant of the Dachau 
Camp named Piorkowski. The conviction 
in this case set the legal precedent that 
commanders at the concentration camps 
were to be held responsible for atroci-
ties they oversaw. Normally, six to eight 
courtrooms were in daily operation during 
the trials at Dachau; during these pro-

ceedings Leona normally recorded for two 
hours and transcribed for six. According 
to military records, Miller prosecuted 35 
accused commanders and guards and was 
the prosecuting attorney responsible for 
sending 25 war criminals to their deaths.

After the trials at Dachau had ended, 
Miller returned home and set up a legal 
practice in Maysville. However, he con-
tinued to provide the review courts in 
Germany with correspondence and legal 
points as part of the appeal process of 
the defendants in the last Dachau trial he 
prosecuted. Miller ran for commonwealth 
attorney in the 19th Judicial District, and 
won in August 1951; he was the youngest 
commonwealth attorney in Kentucky. 
In 1956 Kentucky Governor A. B. Chan-
dler…appointed Miller to the Workmen’s 
Compensation Board, and he became the 
board’s chairman two years later.

The experiences Miller had during the 
Dachau war crimes trials continued to vex 
him. When in 1982 he was asked to testify 
at a West Germany trial of a Buchenwald 
executioner, an SS guard related to one of 
Miller’s cases, Miller did not comply. The 
trial transcripts and photographs Miller 
gathered remain as a record of his expe-
riences during the world’s first attempt to 
bring just punishment to persons respon-
sible for the crimes committed during the 
Holocaust and World War II.  Miller died 
in Lexington in 1986.”

Join us for a day of historical imagination!

On Saturday, May 19, 2018 the Kentucky Gateway Museum Center
Genealogical and Historical Library will take you back to 1862,
with the Casto – Metcalfe Duel Outing. The outing will consist of

several key stops in the duel and will culminate with an
1862 style dinner at Forest Retreat.

Limited spots available, reservations required.

Cost: $75 per person and (includes dinner)
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KYGMC Hours
Sun & Mon
Tues–Fri
Saturday

CLOSED
10am–4pm
10am–3pm

The Museum Shop
Unique gifts
Blenko glass

Steve White prints
Granville Pottery

Sunflower Sundries products
museum quality miniatures

local interest books
and much more!!!
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Freedom
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Celebrating 70 years 

of WFTM
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