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Radio Days – Celebrating 70 years of WFTM



Happy New Year 2018! It’s a new year 
and a time to discover for the first time 
or revisit once again the treasures of the 
Museum Center. It’s a time when we are 
opening new exhibits and adding new 
displays of historical significance to our 
region. It’s also evoking a sense of joy and 
appreciation to many of our patrons and 
staff who have helped with our exhibits 
and events during this past year. I appre-
ciate your support of the museum by your 
visits, words of encouragement to our 
staff, the donation of artifacts, the loan-
ing of objects for our exhibits, the many 
hours of service from our volunteers 
and trustees and your financial support 
during 2017.

We continue to meet visitors and mem-
bers from around the world as we cel-
ebrate exciting exhibits throughout the 
Museum Center. The winter exhibit 
is open until January 20 and features 
Russian Art and Catherine’s Palace. 
This special KYGMC produced exhibit 
features the miniature of Catherine’s Pal-
ace as well as the beautiful oil paintings 
and painted plates of Russian artist Elena 
Filshtinska-Burwell. 

The new series of exhibits for 2018 begins 
with our Wormald Collector’s Series 
featuring the historical exhibit, Radio 
Days, Celebrating 70 
years of WFTM Radio 
1948-2018. This reflec-
tive exhibit will be on 
display until February 
28 featuring numerous 
items and photographs 
from our radio traditions 
from Maysville’s  Tobacco 
Square.   

One of our special high-
lights for the new year 
is Chartering Free-
dom from the National 
Archives in Washington 
D.C.  This show will fea-
ture historical documents 
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The View From Sutton Street
of the United States and opens on January 
24. The show will feature reproductions of 
the milestone documents that chronicle 
the conception, creation, and implemen-
tation of the Founding Father’s vision. 
The exhibit features 19 original-sized 
documents ranging from the Declaration 
of Independence to the Bill of Rights.

We will welcome spring of 2018 with 
two very special 
KYGMC produced 
exhibits featuring 
the lost towns of the 
Buffalo Trace with 
a Wormald Gallery 
exhibit, Treasured 
Towns Lost In Time, 
opening February 24.  
The museum is very 
excited to present 
our rare and histor-
ic maps starting on 
March 27 with Early 
American Cartogra-
phy and Steve White 
Historic Paintings in 
the Changing Exhibit 
Gallery. Summer brings a Wormald  Gal-
lery Exhibit celebrating agriculture and 
the farming of our region with 100 Years 
of Hinton Mills.  

The feature exhibit of the summer 
months opening on June 8 is In the Dark 
– A place of mystery and a CMC (Cin-
cinnati Museum Center) national trav-
eling exhibit - featuring how plants and 
animals have adapted to places like caves, 
the deep sea, the forest at night, and 
underneath the ground. Visiting In the 
Dark, guests will experience and explore 
the mysteries of the night via electronic 

and computer interactives, dioramas and 
lifelike models.   

 It promises to be an exciting year of 
exhibits and shows from the visual arts 

to local collections.  The fall months 
will feature numerous collectors and 
a major miniatures show featuring 
new items from the KSB Miniatures 
Collection. A great new year of exhib-
its and shows will be featured at the 
Museum Center!

Take some time during the new year 
and visit your Museum and rediscover 
the treasures on Sutton Street. Thank 
you for being a member and Happy 
New Year!

C.J. Hunter IV
Executive Director



One of the benefits of being a museum 
member is that you get to learn so much 
more about the exhibits and items by 
attending our many member receptions, 
events and functions. Whether it’s an 
in-depth history of a museum piece or 
the behind-the-scenes activity of how an 
exhibit came together, there is a wealth of 
interesting information that many may 
never realize. For instance, I wonder if 
people know that the signature of Sam 
Houston was found inside a portable 
map case in the research library, or that 
Nathan Gulick, the maker of the two 
tall case clocks in the regional history 
area is buried along with his wife in the 
cemetery behind the museum … or that 
many of the miniatures in the gallery are 
actually functional, like these items.

Army Knife 
by Laurence St. Leger

Swiss Army knife: This reproduction by 
Laurence St. Leger won the Perfection in 
Miniature Award at the 2015 Kensington 
Dollshouse Festival. All 11 blades open 
out, the scissors open and close, and there 
is even a toothpick and tweezers in the 
handle, just like in the classic Swiss Army 
style. It measures less than a quarter 
inch long and can be seen in its various 
stages here. The makers of the original 
Swiss Army Knives, Victorinox, were so 
impressed with it, they asked Laurence to 
make one for their museum in Switzer-

Miniatures Corner
By Kaye Browning

www.ksbminiaturescollection.com

KSB
Kathleen Savage Browning

MINIATURES COLLECTION

land. 

Georgian Rent Table
by Michael Walton

19th century Georgian Mahogany rent 
table: Michael Walton says this was one 
of his most challenging pieces of furni-
ture to make. The table is designed with 
eight working frieze drawers, each with 
an inlaid group of letters. Its purpose 
was for tenants to drop their rent in the 
appropriate drawer which channeled the 
payment to the box at the base of the 
table. Pushing down the center of the 
table then locked the box. It is completely 
functional. 

Beer Tap
by Ian Berry

Beer tap. While you won’t be seeing beer 

being served in The Fleece Inn miniature, 
this 1/12-scale pub fixture by Ian Berry 
can, indeed, pour beer. Lou and I spent 
our 27th wedding anniversary at the real 
inn in Bretforton, England, which serves 
ales with amusing names like Pig’s Ear 
and Hobgoblin.

Wine opener
by Bill Robertson

Wine opener: Like most of Bill Robert-
son’s fine art miniatures, this brass wine 
opener is fully operational. Other work-
ing pieces by Bill include a microscope, 
various machinist and drafting tools, and 
a Turkish coffee grinder. 

I look forward to sharing even more 
insight into the collection in 2018 as we 
enter into another great year together. I 
hope you, too, will share your knowledge 
of the KYGMC with friends in the hopes 
that they will become members and expe-
rience the “inside” stories that make our 
museum so special.     

Joys of Christmas
On display through January 20, 2018

Celebrate the winter holidays by
discovering tiny wreathes, presents,
and hundreds of decorated trees and 
vignettes featuring Old World Santas, 
sleighs and even a stubborn reindeer.

This is the only time of year
Kaye’s one-of-a-kind Nativity is on view.



One of the things I love most about living 
in downtown Maysville is being surround-
ed by the beautiful architecture.

From the Federal style to Queen Anne, 
there is something interesting to view 
everywhere you turn. 

While working for 
the City of Mays-
ville tourism office 
in 2005, I was 
educated on the 
multiple styles of 
architecture by one 
of our city’s most 
knowledgeable 
historians, the late 
Don Buckley.

With Don’s help, I 
learned about the 
Richardson Ro-
manesque style of 
the Cox Building; 
the French Second 
Empire style of 
the former jail, now the Public defender’s 
office; and the first period Gothic Revival 
style of the First Presbyterian Church.   

The majority of build-
ings in both downtown 
and Washington follow 
the Federal style of 
architecture. Some have 
been embellished with 
Greek Revival features, 
while others have been 
enhanced with Victorian 
era accents. The de-
scending parapets seen 
on Federal styled homes 
and buildings have been 
replicated on newer 
construction buildings, 
as a way to maintain the 
integrity of our original 
buildings.

One reason some people love snow is be-
cause it coats everything in a clean, white 
blanket.  We even talk about snow in these 
terms; “We’re gonna get some of the white 
stuff this weekend”! Every December, we 
Rosemary Clooney Lovers will watch her 
croon “I’m Dreaming of a White Christ-
mas” with Bing Crosby.  Snow wouldn’t 
be snow unless it was white.  But getting 

Marla’s Musings
By Marla Toncray

Hixson’s Hoardings and More
By Tandy Nash

The façade of the Dekalb Lodge/McRob-
ert’s Furniture building has interesting 
symbols to study, along with beautifully 
styled windows. The former Ringgold 
Lodge building on Market Street is a stand 
out with its white façade and soaring 
arched windows designed in the Italian 

Renaissance style.

Robert Dafford, the muralist 
commissioned to 
paint the floodwall 
murals, incorpo-
rated the facades of 
several buildings 
into his work.  For 
example, the Ger-
mantown Fair mural 
is bordered by the 
façade of the Ring-
gold Lodge building.  
The Market Street 
mural is bordered 
by the façade of the 
O’Keefe Building, 
most commonly 
known as the former 

location of Steve White’s art gallery, now 
the Elementz Store.

ready for 68 Lewis County third graders, 
it made me question- if snow is a bunch 
of ice crystals stuck together, why does it 
look white?  To understand this, you have 
to look at a piece of ice. Ice is not transpar-
ent.  It is actually translucent.  That means 
that light doesn’t pass right through an ice 
crystal in a direct path. The ice particles 
change the light direction. Snow is a whole 

The styles of the churches in downtown in-
clude: Gothic Revival (First Baptist); Goth-
ic (St. Patrick); Tudor Gothic (Church of 
Nativity); Greek Revival (Trinity United 
Methodist); Victorian Gothic (First Chris-
tian); and first period Gothic Revival (First 
Presbyterian).

Tucked away on East Fourth Street is the 
Scott United Methodist Church, built 

in 1884. The church was established in 
1781 at Spalding Hill (Phisters Avenue), 
the city’s first free black community. The 
Gothic styled building was built by the 
men of the congregation, and the women 
carried meals to the church site during 
construction. 

When I see visitors walking around the 
downtown district, I try to help them out 
with the suggestion of securing a copy of 
the Tourism office brochure “A Self-Guid-
ed Tour of Maysville’s Historic Districts”.

The brochure details not only our his-
tory, but also the architectural styles of 
both downtown and Washington. It gives 
visitors, as well as area residents, a broader 
understanding of how our town was estab-
lished and the origins of the buildings that 
surround us.  

bunch of individual ice crystals arranged 
together. When light enters a layer of snow, 
it goes through an ice crystal on the top, 
which changes its direction slightly and 
sends it on to a new ice crystal, which does 
the same thing.  Basically, all the crystals 
bounce the light all around so that it 

Continued on the next page.

Don Buckley

O’Keefe Building and former Ringgold Lodge - Photo dated 2013

Robert Dafford’s mural of Rosemary Clooney using the
facade of the Russell Theatre to frame it.



comes right back 
out of the snow 
pile and all the 
different light fre-
quencies bounce 
back out. “The 
“Color” of all the 
frequencies in the 
visible spectrum 
combined in 
equal measure is 
white.” So, this 
is the color we 
see in snow even 
though it isn’t the 
color we see in 
the individual ice 
crystals that form 
snow.

All snowflakes are 
different- there 
are no two alike.  
It was Wilson 
Bentley from 
Jericho, Vermont 
in the 1800’s who 
is given the credit 
for proving that 
statement. As a child, he would go out 
with black material and a turkey feather 
and catch snowflakes.  He would draw as 
much of what it looked like as he could 
before it would evaporate.  His mother had 
been a teacher and had a microscope that 
he could peek through to see the crystals.  
He then asked his dad for a camera and 
devised a way with wires to adjust the 
light and focus in order to take pictures 
of snowflakes.  Through his observations 
of different snowflakes over the years, he 
found that certain temperatures devel-
oped different snowflakes.  Flakes around 
or below Zero degrees Celsius would be 
shaped in Hexagonal plates. The warmer it 
got the more emergent properties or arms 
would grow to the beautiful snowflakes we 
all love.  

If snow comes down in cool, dry air you 
get “dry snow” perfect for sledding or 
snow skiing.  If the air is moist you get that 
good “wet snow” that is easy to pack and 
make snowmen and snowballs.  

I knew that snowflakes started with a tiny 

nucleus of dust or 
pollen and the water 
crystals formed 
around it to make 
the flake, but I didn’t 
know where our par-
ticular water vapor 
that formed those 
crystals came from.  
One of the sources 
I looked at said that 
the vapor from the 
Atlantic Ocean was 
where most of the 
snow came from in 
their region, but they 
were on the eastern 
seaboard and that 
snow would have 
to make it over the 
Appalachian Moun-
tains to get to us, so I 
looked to an expert.  
Jennifer Ketchmark 
from Cincinnati, 
Ohio Weather, 9 
on your side, came 
to my rescue. In 
an email, she said 

I was “correct in assuming that the At-
lantic is not our source for moisture here 
in the Ohio Valley. A lot of our moisture 

originates from the Gulf of Mexico. South 
winds transport in moisture over long 
distances to build moisture locally. Then 
as cold air dives in from Canada, it helps 
produce our snow. Also, we can see minor 
amounts of snow thanks to the Great 
Lakes. Northwest winds move over the 
lakes creating lake effect snow. But by the 
time it gets here, it’s generally just flurries. 
We can see some minor amounts of mois-
ture from the Pacific. But, after traveling 
over the Rocky Mountains, there is very 
little moisture left by the time it gets here.”  

While all snowflakes are hexagonal, it 
depends on the temperature and humidity 
the flake travels through which determines 
the outcome.  You never know what you’re 
gonna get- just like any visit to the Ken-
tucky Gateway Museum Center- it changes 
ALL THE TIME!  Come see the Christmas 
decorations in the KSB Miniatures Gal-
lery, be amazed by Christmas at Catherine 
Palace with Russian art by Elena Filshtins-
ka-Burwell, and if you want, enjoy a little 
science behind a snowflake before they 
ALL “disappear”.

If you are interested in a field trip or want 
to inquire about our Museum Medley box-
es, contact Tandy Nash at 606-564-5865 or 
you can email education@kygmc.org

KYGMC Education Curator, Tandy Nash,
showing the Snowflake Thermometer to a group.

KYGMC not only has a snowflake field trip available, but also has a Museum Medley box
with all of the snowflake activities. You can check these Medley boxes out for use in your
classroom free of charge.

UPCOMING DATES
Thursday, January 4, 2018 4:30pm to 6:00pm

Winter Reception and Exhibit Opening: Radio Days - Celebrating 70 years of WFTM 1948 - 2018
Saturday, January 20, 2018

“Joys of Christmas” in the KSB Miniatures Collection and “A Russian Christmas” close
Tuesday, March 20, 2018

2018 KYGMC Charter Dinner
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2017 was a great year, let’s make 2018 even better!


